English I 

Week 25 
January 30-February 3
-------------------------------------------------------------

Bonus Opportunity:  
Attend or Perform at Open Mic Night

Friday, February 24th at 6:30-9:00 ($5 admission)
A return to socialization and conversation
1. Argument focuses on evidence and clear reasoning

Argument writing is all about whether you have quality evidence and whether you can explain how your evidence supports your claim. The logical process of gathering evidence, coming up with a claim, and linking evidence to your claim is different than the passion of persuasive debates. Rather than ignoring contrasting points of view, different perspectives strengthen arguments by giving students the chance to test their claims with contrasting evidence and refine their positions. Introducing standards for accountable talk and argument frames is a great way to keep the discussion focused and academic in nature.

2. Avoiding the Drama

Have you ever had a discussion stall out in your classroom when a student says “Well, that’s my opinion, I have a right to my opinion” and then refuses to entertain other ideas? Or have you seen a debate get too personal, with students polarizing to one side or the other with tempers rising? Turns out, this is typical of persuasion. Persuasion is personal, passionate, and all about winning. In persuasion, people often pull examples from their own lives to tug at the heart strings of their audience. They pick and choose the best evidence for their side, ignoring the counter arguments. This leads to a discussion that is more about who can speak the loudest or get in the most verbal jabs, not the best for promoting civil academic discourse.

3. Argument gets students ready for the next generation of high-stakes assessments

Next-generation assessments such as PARCC and Smarter Balanced, are going to require a large amount of argument writing (along with writing to inform and explain and, to a lesser extent, narrative writing), but they are NOT going to include persuasive writing. The future is argument writing. Argument writing requires evidence and the prompts require students to read across several texts, some of which include video and other media. The sooner you start preparing students for this the better. There are great examples on the PARCC and Smarter Balanced websites of argument-centered performance tasks. Achieve the Core has K-12 samples of PARCC-style opinion and argumentative writing. The 6-12th grade sample lessons have students write an argument from three texts and they have been annotated with the Common Core State Standards for argument. Check them out!

4. Argument prepares students for the real world beyond the school walls

Education experts Mike Schmoker and Gerald Graff argue that argument is “the primary skill essential to our success as citizens, students and workers.” College professors always complain that students are not prepared to craft an argument when they get to college, and our students’ performance on national assessments of argument writing bears this out. Argument is important in all disciplines, which can make it a common thread throughout the school day. Students are constantly bombarded with media manipulators trying to separate them from their money (or worse), and understanding what makes a sound argument is essential. It can help our students evaluate products and services for themselves.
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
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Read Act V, Scenes v-viii

Homework:  Complete Act V and complete SG Questions—study for quiz
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Finish-Up DAY------------------------------ 




Finish on-demand essays



Finish sonnets




Homework:  study for quiz
TH

Quiz 2: acts IV & V dramatic, poetic, and tragedy information too! 
F

Prepare for argumentative Socratic Seminar and argument topics


Seminar:  Who blamed for the downfall of Scotland?  

a. Prove Macbeth is responsible

b. Prove the witches are responsible

c. Prove Lady Macbeth is responsible

Discuss: Rhetorical argument and writing criteria

M:
Write 3-part parallel claim, research TE, understand counterclaim of argument to prove claim for seminar (divided into groups----complete information)
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